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Full Torch Designation Defined 


Posted on 4/1/2003 


NGC began certifying Full Torch (FT) Roosevelt Dimes April 14, 2003. The 
designation FT for Full Torch will be applied to Roosevelt Dimes having both 
upper and lower pair of horizontal bands split as well as the vertical lines of the 
torch being defined. 

NGC began certifying Full Torch (FT) Roosevelt Dimes April 14, 2003. The 
designation FT for Full Torch will be applied to Roosevelt Dimes having both 
upper and lower pair of horizontal bands split as well as the vertical lines of the 
torch being defined. The FT designation will not apply to proof coins. The addition 
of the FT designation comes at the overwhelming request from NGC's collector 
and dealer base. 


The following image illustrates what is required to receive the FT designation. 
Note the upper and lower set of horizontal bands that are required to be split 
without major interruptions. Notice also the vertical lines on the torch are also 
defined without major interruptions. 


The FT designation will be included when applicable during the normal course of 
grading, and no special fee or service is required when submitting uncertified 
coins to NGC. For those having Roosevelt Dimes already certified by NGC that 
may qualify for the FT designation, these may be submitted for review of their 
status under NGC's Designation Review service at a fee of $10. This includes the 
cost of reholdering the coin. Coins holdered by other companies may be 
submitted to NGC under its Crossover Service, and their FT status will be 
evaluated in the course of grading the coins. 
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NGC Grading Onsite at PNG 
Day and Central States in St. 
Louis 


Posted on 4/1/2003 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at PNG Day and The Central 
States Show in St. Louis, MO May 1-2, 2003. In addition to the $100 and $55 
Same Day show services normally offered, NGC will also run a $35 Same Day 
Gold Special. 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at PNG Day and The Central 
States Show in St. Louis, MO May 1-2, 2003. In addition to the $100 and $55 
Same Day show services normally offered, NGC will also run a $35 Same Day 
Gold Special. Please read below for complete details: 

• $100 Same Day Special: 

$100 per coin for all coins over $1500 in value 

• $55 Same Day Special: 

$55 per coin for all coins valued at $1500 or less 

• $35 Same Day Gold Show Special: 

$35 per coin for all Gold coins valued at $1000 or less. 

On Wednesday April 30th, submissions for Same Day services will be accepted at 
PNG setup for Lot 1 on Thursday, May 1st. In addition, submissions for Same Day 
services will be accepted during regular show hours on Thursday and Friday, May 
1 - 2 . 


Coins for $100 and $55 Same Day service submitted prior to daily cut-off times 
will be returned before the close of the show each day. Coins for the Gold service 
will be returned no later than the close of the show on Friday, May 2. Please 
check with NGC show representatives for daily cutoff times. 
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NGC Grading Onsite at PNG Day and Central States in St. 
Louis 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at PNG Day and 
The Central States Show in St. Louis, MO May 1-2, 2003. In addition 
to the $100 and $55 Same Day show services normally offered, NGC 
will also run a $35 Same Day Gold Special. 
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The 2003 Proofs are Here 

By Rick Montgomery 

As the trees bloom and the flowers blossom every spring, collectors 
around the world know that the proof sets are not far behind. 

Read this article... 

Full Torch Designation Defined 

NGC began certifying Full Torch (FT) Roosevelt Dimes April 14, 2003. 
The designation FT for Full Torch will be applied to Roosevelt Dimes 
having both upper and lower pair of horizontal bands split as well as 
the vertical lines of the torch being defined. 
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The 2003 Proofs are Here 


Posted by Rick Montgomery on 4/1/2003 


As the trees bloom and the flowers blossom every spring, collectors around the 
world know that the proof sets are not far behind. 


As the trees bloom and the flowers blossom every spring, collectors around the 
world know that the proof sets are not far behind. And this year is no different. As 
April welcomed a new season, the 2003 proof sets began to make their way to 
everyone’s doorstep. Even here at NGC, April started out with a deluge of these 
annual treasures. 


The pristine quality of this year’s proof coins are second to none. It seems that the 
U.S Mint just keeps on making a higher quality proof coin each year. The 
perfection of the silver Eagles reflect stone white cameo effects against a hard 
black field. This year’s crop continues the ongoing trend of the US Mint to produce 
the ideal precious metal proof coin. As such, the coins exhibit exquisite surfaces, 
little or no mint defects, with many specimens receiving the coveted PR 70 UCAM 
grade by NGC. These coins are especially difficult to find in such states of 
preservation as the coin is so large and the fields so exposed that any slight, 
physical defect can be easily attained. The pieces inspected thus far have been of 
the highest quality with few mint made defects while exhibiting the maximum 
levels of cameo effect. It’s a pleasure to see such quality to detail and to know that 
so many of these perfect gems will be permanently preserved in the utmost state 
of condition for generations to come. 

The annual highlight, of course, are the State Quarter issues. This year is no 
different as the US Mint rolls out this year’s lineup of clad proof quarters. As with 
the silver Eagle proofs, the State Quarter proofs are being produced in the highest 
quality. The pieces seen so far at NGC have been extraordinary in quality. Where 
in the past, there would be situations, especially amongst the clad issues, of 
shallow cameo effects, the 2003 vintage so far are exhibiting cameo effects 
usually only seen on the silver quarters. Hardly a coin has been seen with any 



spotting, an occurrence that has frustrated collectors in the past. The degree of 
mint caused defects also remain low in the groups of proofs inspected during 
these first few weeks of release. This quality production of these quarters by the 
mint along with the high cameo contrast has contributed to the many PR 70 
UCAM grades being issued by NGC. This streak of high quality issuance by the 
US Mint has many a collector anxious for the silver issues later this year. 

As NGC inspects these proof coins for the ultimate grade, we look to judge the 
originality (not a usual concern for these coins), identifying any physical defects as 
well as mint caused defects, and determining the degree of cameo effect. As one 
might imagine, the bottom line determinants as to whether or not one of these 
2003 proof issues makes the 70 grade comes down to any hairlines or spots 
being detected under 5X magnification. Should a hairline or spot be identified, this 
will cause the coin to grade no higher than 69. Mint caused defects, however, can 
be found on these proofs and still garner the grade of 70. As long as they are 
minor in nature, few in numbers, and easily determined to be mint caused, the 
grade of 70 can still apply. There are circumstances where a proof coin cannot 
grade 70 due to there being too many mint caused defects or mint defects that are 
too large in size. In these cases, the highest attainable grade will be 69. Lastly, 
the coins must exhibit the necessary stone white frosted devices against the 
black, mirrored fields in order to obtain the desirable UCAM designation from 
NGC. Unfortunately, many of the clad State quarters of the past were notably 
weak in this area. The 2003 issues certainly do not seem to be the case so far. 

As springtime continues, we all look forward to the upcoming proof gold Eagles to 
be distributed in early May. If the quality of the early 2003 proof coins are any 
indication, this could be a bumper year for some of the finest, Ultra Cameo proof 
coinage in recent memory. 
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